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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Special 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [7.53 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That the house at its rising adjourn until a date and time to be fixed by the Speaker. 

I will speak briefly on this motion. First of all, I thank you, Mr Speaker, and the members who have been part of 
this historic sitting of Parliament for the last week. I appreciate the support and the cooperation of members on 
both sides and also, of course, the staff of the Parliament. It is very much appreciated. I also appreciate the efforts 
of the members of the other place on the bills that they have passed in order for us to pass the legislation. 

I am unable to tell the chamber when we will meet next, but it could be very soon. Therefore, I just need to remind 
members that in these extraordinary times, we may indeed need to be recalled at some stage for other important 
COVID-19 legislation that may need to be passed . 

On behalf of all members, to all those Western Australians in our communities throughout the state who are doing 
remarkable things in all fields across a spectrum of work, thank you very much for making sure that our state 
continues to operate. I also acknowledge all those people in our communities who are heeding the directives about 
social distancing, staying in their homes and going out only if it is for essential or urgent business. As the Minister 
for Health and the Premier have said numerous times in the last weeks and days, those efforts are very important 
in regard to us responding to the COVID-19 challenge. 

Can I just, on a personal note, give a shout-out to my nephew, who is only 22 and working as a radiologist at 
Fiona Stanley Hospital, and to all those people who are working across all the spectrums, say thank you so much 
on behalf of our community. To all our members, please stay safe; and, of course, stay safe with your families. We 
will get through this together, and we will see you when the house next meets. 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [7.56 pm]: Obviously, I rise to support the motion. I am conscious that we 
will meet at a time and date yet to be fixed, and that points to the uncertain times and uncharted waters we are in. 
I appreciate that in the last three days this house has seen seven bills introduced to help respond in a large part to 
the coronavirus epidemic, which we the state, the nation and the globe are facing. I would like to thank my members 
and in particular the valiant member for Hillarys, who has held the floor here with me this evening and throughout 
the last number of days, and all the members of my team who have worked with reduced numbers. I would like to 
thank the Nationals WA members, who have even smaller numbers than ours, in helping to scrutinise these bills 
as best as we can, noting the difficulties in doing so in such a constrained time frame. 

I would, of course, like to thank my colleague the member for Mandurah and the Leader of the House for the 
continued work on negotiating a lot of these time frames; albeit, this later sitting today was not what I had envisaged, 
but perhaps it was for the best. I suspect, in that case, I will always defer to the member for Mandurah’s age and 
experience in that he knows what is best for us here. 

The SPEAKER: He is very old! 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Indeed! 

One of the most significant bills that we passed here tonight is obviously the Guardianship and Administration 
Amendment (Medical Research) Bill 2020. My thanks to the Minister for Health for all the work that he has 
done, and continues to do, to serve our state and work with the opposition as best as he can in helping fight the 
COVID-19 epidemic. I am very concerned about what that will look like in the future. I am very concerned, of course, 
as all members are, about the recent news of the outbreak in the Kimberley, and I am sure all of us here want to make 
sure that every single Western Australian is best protected and well looked after as possible, which is why we met 
here in extraordinary circumstances. The opposition stands ready to do so again whenever we are called upon. 

With that, Mr Speaker, I wish you all the very best travels back to the good people of Albany. To all members who 
are travelling back to their regions, I wish you safe travels. To those who call Perth home, I hope you look after 
yourselves and each other. 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) [7.58 pm]: While everyone is thanking everyone, I would like to thank 
my staff: my clerks, my kitchen staff and everybody in the Parliament, especially Hansard. In these changed 
circumstances, a lot of people have to change their ideas. Thank you especially to my kitchen staff who are going 
to provide 200 meals a day while we are away for those in more need than we are. 

I have now been in this gig for over 19 years and I have never seen such cooperation between both sides of the 
chamber, in the lower and the upper house. I would like to congratulate everyone, and I want everyone to go home 
to your families, be safe, and we look forward to seeing you when we call on you again. Thank you. 

Question put and passed.  
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House adjourned at 7.58 pm 
__________ 
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